February/March 2011
ADT Select Link Alert System

By Fred Hansen, Superintendent

Lyons-Decatur Northeast began using the ADT Select Link Alert System this year as a “mass notification” system to quickly alert all parents of the district of any emergency changes that arise during the school year.  We expect to use the system for events such as late starts, no school, or postponements most often due to weather.  The system works through a web-based computer system that makes about 340 phone calls in about 10 minutes.  It also sends out about 82 emails and text messages in the same time frame.  

The system uses “text to speech” technology whereby the message is typed into a computer and then converted to speech.  When practicing with the system, I discovered that if I typed “Lyons” correctly into the computer the “speech conversion system” butchered that word and it was unrecognizable.  Therefore, I must type in “Lions” for “Lyons” to get the correct sound for this word.  (Some of you thought I forgot how to spell Lyons!)  That is why your email comes up with the wrong spelling of the word “Lyons”.

I also have the capability of recording my own voice with this system.  Therefore, don’t be shocked if you hear my voice on the system sometime in the future.  I prefer to use the “text to speech” method.  If I record my voice it does not go out in a text message, only in phone calls and emails.

We are limited in the number of families we can include in this system.  Therefore, we have limited it to school families.  Each school family can put in their home phone, cell phone, email address, and work phone.  Text messages are sent to the cell phone number.  If you are not currently in the system and would like to be included simply call 687-2363 and ask for Beth or fill out the form attached to this newsletter.  You may also use this form to “update” our records when you have a number change.

We appreciate your feedback on this new system.  I understand that you may not receive the phone call at an “appropriate” time for your family but I must consider all family schedules when making these calls.  Therefore, don’t be alarmed if you receive a very early morning or late evening call.

I will continue to place school closings or late starts on the television and radio stations to inform the 
general public of changes in the school schedule.  Those stations are listed below.  Therefore, if you feel you missed a call you can check the TV or radio for updates.  In most cases, the ADT Select Link system will be used first so the TV or radio announcements may not have the alert immediately after you get a phone call.   

The computer web-based software logs all calls and emails made for each alert.  Therefore, I am able to track whether your phone was answered or a phone message was delivered.  It also tracks text messages and emails.  The last few alerts identified about 30 unanswered phone calls.  Therefore, if you received the alert but not a phone call let the school know so we can attempt to fix this problem.

SCHOOL CLOSING INFO:
The sources we will use to notify people of any changes in our school time schedule will be…

1.    ADT – Early notification system
2 WOW  T– Channel 6 Omaha

3. KETV – Channel 7 Omaha

4. KMTV – Channel 3 Omaha

5. KTIV – Channel 4 Sioux City (www.ktiv.com)

6. 107.9 FM – AM 84 Radio West Point
Please listen to these stations for announcements.  Do not call the school or administrators’ homes as these phone lines are needed to contact stations and staff.  Your cooperation will be appreciated. 

Annual Report Card

Included in the Feb/Mar newsletter is the Annual Report Card for the school district.   This provides patrons of the district with information on school district demographics, financial data, state standards assessment and ACT scores, transportation, facilities, goals, curriculum, enrollment, and faculty size.
The newsletter and calendar are available on our school web site:  www.lyonsdecaturschool.org and also in the main office.

CONFERENCE BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT

Oakland-Craig is the host school for the 2010-11 East Husker Conference Basketball Tournament.  The 
finals for the tournament begin on Saturday, January 29th and runs through Saturday February 5th.  Game times to be announced. 
East Husker Conference Art Show:

Oakland-Craig will also host the conference art show. The show will be open February 3rd through the 5th during EHC basketball game times. 
Mid-Term Reports:  

Mid-Term reports in grades 7-12 are due on February 8th and will be available before parent-teacher conferences.  The next mid-term report will be April 16th. 
Parent-Teacher Conference: 

Parent – Teacher Conferences are scheduled for Thursday, February 10, 2011 from 3:00-8:00 p.m.  School will dismiss at 2:00 p.m.  There is no school on Friday, February 11th for staff development. 
Title 1 Parents Meeting:                         
Lyons-Decatur Northeast School is a school wide Title I program. This means that all K-6 students can be served by Title I. All parents are invited to attend our annual Title I meeting. The meeting will allow time for parents to ask questions about the Title I program and provide input on possible changes for future services.  The meeting will be held on Thursday, February 10th in the Kindergarten classroom at 6:30 p.m., during our Second Semester Parent - Teacher Conferences.
Burt County Spelling Bee:
Lyons-Decatur is hosting the Burt County Spelling Contest on Tuesday, February 15th beginning at 9:00 a.m.  Contestants in grades 5-8 from all Burt County Schools will be participating. Spectators are welcome.
Statewide Writing Test: 

Northeast will be giving the Statewide Writing Test as required by the Legislature and the State Department of Education.  This test will be given during the first week of February to the 4th, 8th and 11th grades. The writing test consists of two 40 minute periods in which students will be given a prompt to write about.  The first day is for prewriting and making a first draft and the second day is for making a final copy in writing booklets provided by the state.  The writings will be given a rating from trained scorers, based on the Six Traits of Writing Model, from regional scoring sites.   This information will be given to the state as part of the Reading/Writing/Listening/Speaking Standards that are being assessed locally.  Results will be shared with parents when they are available. 
News from the Elementary Music Department: 

This February 23rd, the 5th and 6th graders from our school will be going to the Holland Performing Arts Center to view a concert given by the Omaha Symphony Orchestra. The title of the concert is Community Pride: A Musical Look at Cooperation, Communication & Conviction." The concert tickets were purchased by the Music Boosters of Lyons-Decatur Northeast Schools. This concert is a part of the Margret Durham Concerts for Youth series and is prepared especially with 5th and 6th graders in mind. This concert series has been viewed by 5th and 6th graders from our school for many years in the past and has always been a very enjoyable experience for our students.  We would like to take this opportunity to thank the Music Boosters for giving this musical 
experience to our students.

Speech:
The speech team this year has grown by several members.  Returning members are Angel Fehrer, Christian Maldonado, Brittney Petersen, Molly Phillips, Audel Salazar, and Jesse Smith.  This year’s new members are Sydnee Brehmer, Chelsea Appleton, Miranda Davis, Moroni Harlan, Rebekah Harlan, Tatiayana Harris, Debbie Marroquin, David Maldonado,  Heidi Miller, and Erik Prieto.  


Speech meets are


Jan. 22 at North Bend Central


Jan. 29 at Logan View 


Feb. 5 at West Point Central Catholic


Feb. 19 Lyons Triangular


Feb. 26 Conference at North Bend


Mar 5  at Wisner


Mar 15 Districts at Howells

Pom Pon & Cheerleading Try-outs:

Cheer try-out practices will begin March 15th  through the 21st at 7:00 a.m., with try-outs on March 21st at 4:00 p.m. 

Pom Pon try-out practices will begin March 29th through April 4th at 7:00 a.m., with try-outs on April 4th at 4:00 p.m. 

8th grade through 11th grade girls are encouraged to tryout.  If you have any questions about cost and time commitment of a cheerleader or pom pon, please email Mrs. Mace at kmace@esu2.org or Tammy Brehmer @ tammy@brehmer.com .

SECONDARY MUSIC DEPARTMENT:

LDNE MUSIC STUDENTS BEGIN 2011 WITH HONORS

Lyons-Decatur Northeast music students began second semester with honors.  In a seven day period five music students took part in three separate music honor festivals.  

The closest honor festival was the Wayne State Honor Band Festival held in Wayne, Nebraska.  The festival featured three honor bands.  Freshman flutist Heidi Miller auditioned and earned the honor of performing with the High School Symphonic Honor Band on.  Seventh grader french horn player Martin Long auditioned and earned the honor of performing with the Jr. High Festival Band.

Next was the BOCH (Bands, Orchestra, and Choirs at the Holland) Music Festival.  The BOCH Festival is held on the campus of the University of Nebraska at Omaha and features two honor bands, two honor choirs, and an honor orchestra.  The festival takes place over three days/two nights and culminates with a grand performances at the Holland Center for Performing Arts in Omaha, Nebraska.  Freshman James Granay auditioned and earned the honor of performing with the BOCH mixed choir.

The Music Festival that was the furthest away was the Quad State Honor Band Festival.     Quad State took place on the campus of the University of South Dakota in Vermillion, South Dakota and featured two honor bands.  Senior clarinetist Nikki Jo Williams was nominated and earned the honor of performing with the Symphonic Band while senior Cody Pond was nominated and earned the honor of performing with the Honor Concert Band.  Congratulations to all of the students who earned the honor of performing with the above select honor ensembles!  

Future honor ensembles that will be taking place over the next few months are:  Wayne State Honor Choir, York Middle School Honor Bands, Blair Middle School Honor Bands, Class D Honor Band, and Neligh-Oakdale Elementary Honor Band.

Honor ensembles are great opportunities for music students of all ages to participate in performances of a high caliber.   Students who choose to audition are given the chance to work with some of the most inspirational clinicians in the nation and perform with the some of the best musicians from several different states in a very large ensemble atmosphere.  Students often come away from these performances recharged and ready to lead in their own school ensembles. 

CHILI SUPPER AND CONCERT

The Music Department and Music Boosters will be teaming up to hold our annual Chili Supper and Concert on March 8, 2011 at 6:30 in the small gym.  The chili supper portion will be all-you-can-eat chili vegetables, dessert, and drink.   The concert portion will feature all of the Jr. High and High School music ensembles.  Admission is $5 and all of the funds raised go to supporting music education at LDNE.  See you there!

News from the Guidance Office:

Financial Aid Forms:  The Free Application for Student Aid (FAFSA) forms are available on-line and in the Guidance Office.  Help is available locally for the process of filling out these forms. 

ACT: 
The traditional time for ACT testing for Juniors is April.  This year, the test is scheduled for April 9th.  The registration materials, available through the Guidance Office, must be postmarked by March 4th, 2011.

Scholarship Information:
As scholarship information arrives, it is posted in the Guidance Office.  Seniors need to be proactive in searching for financial aid. The list of local scholarships was given to the seniors in early January, and is posted on the Guidance Office’s Angel web site. Parents can access through their  child’smyElearning/Angelaccount   www.ld.myelearning.org . Your student must log in for you to gain access.  Contact Paul Wantz at 687-2184 if you need more information.
Spring Play:

This year's spring play will be held the first weekend of April. Instead of a musical, the seniors have decided to make this year's play a dinner theater, but will be one night only. Right now, the play we are looking at is "Lotto Date" which is based on a television dating game. It consists of witty dialogue and unexpected twists and turns to make this an audience favorite. So, who will be voted best couple of the evening? That will be up for you to decide! Stay tuned for specific dates and times!
Thanks,Mrs.Mace
kmace@esu2.org


Secondary Achievement Tests: 

Grades 7, 8 and 11 are tested in standardized – norm referenced assessments. The Terra Nova Achievement Tests (standardized testing) will be given to 7th, 8th and 11th grade students during the week of March 21st through 25th. These scores will be used as part of the school’s assessment evaluation with criterion referenced – classroom assessments to measure student success in core subjects and in the state standards of writing.  

Call the guidance office (687-2184) or the principal’s office (687-2349) if you have any questions regarding assessments.
Elementary Achievement Tests:

The 2nd thru 6th grades will be taking the Terra Nova Achievement Tests March 21st  through 25th.   A note will be sent home with more information as the time gets closer.  

School Climate Survey: 

The elementary grades 2-6 and secondary grades 7-12 will be filling out school climate surveys to be used in the annual school report.  A copy will be available at the principal’s office for anyone who 
wishes to view it. 

Kindergarten Round-Up: 

Kindergarten Round-Up will be held on Friday, April 29th at 2:00 P.M.  The regular Kindergarten class will have school this day.  We are currently compiling a list for next year’s Kindergarten class and we want to make sure we include everyone.  If you are new to the district or this is your first child, we may not have your child’s name so please call the school so we can put them on the list.  We are looking for children who are 5 years old before October 15th 2011.  If you have a child in that age group and know that you are not going to send them to school next year, please let the school know also.  Please bring your child’s birth certificate and a record of your child’s shots with you on April 29th.

Pre-School Round-Up will be Thursday, May 19th at 1:00 pm. Please call the school if you have a child who is or will be 3 or 4 years old on or before July 31st 2011.

STUDENT RESEARCH THROUGH DATABASES:

Northeast students are encouraged to use online databases when conducting research.  Oftentimes, information found with databases may be more reliable than World Wide Web information because sources are based on printed materials, such as books or magazines.  The databases available to Northeast students may be accessed from school, home or public library computers having Internet access.

Info Trac Student Database (http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/lyon49842) 

offers access to full-text articles appearing in magazines such as Time or Newsweek and reference books such as encyclopedias, dictionaries and almanacs.

Nebraska Access (http://www.nlc.state.ne.us/nebraskaccess/) is made available to Nebraska libraries and Nebraska residents by the Nebraska Library Commission.  Northeast has access to Wilson magazines (online full-text articles), Wilson biographies (online biographical articles), WorldCat and First Search (access to books and other items for interlibrary loan), Kiplinger (business articles), and Books in Print (online reviews of best sellers and new books).  

In order to gain access to these database services, students must stop by the high school library to obtain user IDs and passwords.  However, any resident of Nebraska may enter the NebraskAccess “Home/Work” site with a valid Nebraska driver’s license number to conduct research.

Students may also find it helpful to visit Landmark’s Citation Machine (http://landmark-project.com/citation_machine/index.php) to assist in citing sources for their bibliographies.  Direct links to all sites mentioned are provided on the High School Library’s webpage.
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Financial


2009-10 affiliated levy
$1.072625 per $100 valuation


Per pupil cost 2009-10
$13,664 ADM


Total 2009-10 Budget
$4,555,000



Expenditures:
Instruction
49%




Support Services
17%




Operations/Maintenance
9%




Transportation
5%




State/Federal/Adult Ed.
8%




Cash Reserve
12%



Revenues:
Cash Balance
27%




Local/County
4%




State
12%




Federal
5%




Property Taxes
52%

Demographic


Lyons-Decatur Northeast is classified as a Class III accredited school by the Nebraska State Department of Education. The school district is comprised of 143.0 square miles with Burt County having 115.7 square miles, Cuming 3.2, and Thurston 24.1.  There is one educational center at Lyons providing instruction in grades  Pre K-6 and 7-12. This is the third year for the pre-school grant from the state. For the school year 2009-2010, laptop computers were handed out  to all sophomores, juniors and seniors.


The Nebraska School Activities Association has classified Northeast as a D-1 high school for participation in state sponsored extra-curricular activities. We are a member of the East Husker Conference, which includes the following schools: Logan View, North Bend, Oakland-Craig, Pender, Scribner-Snyder, Stanton, Tekamah-Herman, West Point, and Wisner-Pilger.




                                                       State Average     District Average 

Students receiving free and reduced meals 

41.2%

40.7%

Special Education




15.3%

19.4%

English Language Learners



  6.6% 

  0%

Mobility rate




11.9%

14.6%


Attendance
94.7%                     94.7%

State Standards Assessment

     The quality of the district’s math assessment instrument was ranked by the state and how well students performed.  The quality of the assessment directly influences the ratings of students meeting standards.

     Northeast received an exemplary rating for the quality of the math assessments.  The reading assessment is a statewide test taken by all students across the state. Percent of students who are proficient:

(All students included)

(2009-2010)

     GRADE
STATE AVERAGE

DISTRICT AVERAGE

      4th Math
      96.6%


        95.5%

      8th Math
      91.6%

      
        95.5%

     11th Math      
      90.3%
                                            91.7%

      4Th Writing
      88.1%                                             94.1%

      8th Writing
      94.3%
                                            95.7%

     11th Writing                  94.4%
                                           83.3%

      4th Reading
      47.9%

                         63.7%

      8th Reading      
      47.9%

                         54.6%

    11th Reading
      50.%
                                           66.7%

Transportation


Number of students transported (Avg.)
52


Number of students transported by mandate
0


Number of families paid for transportation
25


Transportation costs
$104,568

Facilities

Main building constructed in 1907

       Additions in 1930, 1950, 1963, 1978, 1996

Target Goals
“Empower all students to achieve”

We Believe…

…All people have strengths.

…all people can lean.

…education must adapt to societal needs.

…learning is a lifelong process.

…all people benefit from a safe, positive, and respectful environment.

…education is a cooperative responsibility of students, families, school and community.

…all people need to develop foundational skill.

We challenge you to excel academically and prepare yourself for the future.  We encourage you to participate in our activity program to grow physically, emotionally, and socially.  Your success at L-DN lies in your effort and involvement, you will be faced with challenges, experience success and encounter setbacks.  In each instance you will learn valuable lessons for life.  You will be challenged to set your goals, make a commitment, and work hard to achieve.  The faculty and administration are all here to encourage and assist all students.  In everything you do, do your best.


Northeast is involved in an ongoing school improvement program review of the targeted goals by a local/external team. The school is continually coordinating state standards with the curriculum and statewide assessment of reading and writing.
 Curriculum

Curriculum is evaluated and updated annually by school staff.

Individual Education Programs (IEP) are developed and written by parents and teachers for all students verified in Special Education Programs.  Northeast participates in the Stars Assessment curriculum for English, Reading, Writing and Math and also is involved in an Accelerated Reading Program.

Faculty


Number of professional staff
26.9


Professional staff with a Master's Degree
8


Professional staff with hours past a Bachelor's Degree
16

Professional staff with a Bachelor’s Degree
4


Average years of experience in this system
10
Number of teaching days
176


Number of professional development days
9


Average salary
$41,288

      Teachers are evaluated at least one time each year using the written evaluation plan and procedure approved by the Board.  All probationary teachers are evaluated once each semester for three years..

LYONS-DECATUR NORTHEAST ELEMENTARY

Students

Pre-School Enrollment
27


Total K through 6 Enrollment
130


Grade
K
1
2
3
4
5
6
Total



22
18
9
13
22
18
26
128



Contracted out
2

Average Class size
18.3

Pupil-Classroom Teacher Ratio:


General Education
13-1


Special Education*
19-1


Title 1
School Wide Program

*Special Education students are also in general education classes. 

Student Surveys


95% of students like to attend school.

  
99% of students feel their teacher makes school interesting.


99% of students indicated their teacher cares for them.
Student Achievement


Terra Nova Achievement Tests (National Percentile)


Grade
3
4
5
6


Content Area

                Reading
78
58
50
56


Math
57
40
63
46


Social Studies
71
56
65
54


Science
61
63
55
58


Criterion Referenced Tests in grade 1-6 were administered at the conclusion of  chapters or units of study.

Technology


All students in grades K-6 have access to classroom computers and computer lab adjacent to library. Each classroom is provided with Internet access and a local network.

Instructional Time

99% of the school year was provided for instructional time.


(Field trips, assemblies, academic competitions, health screening, etc. are not computed in the total instructional time.)

Parent Surveys

Parent-Teacher Conferences occurred once each semester.


100% of the parents characterize the quality of education as average to excellent.


100% of the parents feel personal attention is given to their child.


94.7% of the parents characterize discipline as fair and consistent.

LYONS-DECATUR NORTHEAST SECONDARY

Students

Total Secondary Enrollment
127


Grade
7
8
9
10
11
12
Total



11
20
15
30
15
34
125




Contracted out
2

Pupil-Classroom Teacher Ratio:


General Education
10-1


Special Education
14-1

Student Surveys

89% of students characterize the quality of education as average to excellent.


84% of students describe the standards set by teachers as about right to difficult.


72% of students characterize discipline as fair and consistent. 

Required Credits

English
40


Math
30


Science
30


Social Studies
35


Vocational Education
10


Personal Health and Fitness
10


Speech
5


Required credits for graduation
230


Average number of credits of graduating class
269.7

Course Offerings

Number of course offerings grades 7-8
19


Number of course offerings grades 9-12
65


Number of instructional units required by State Department  9-12
340


Number of instructional units offered
530


Language Arts
65


Social Sciences
50


Math
60


Science
70


Foreign Language
30


Vocational Education/Practical Arts
180


Health and Physical Education
25


Visual and Performing Arts
50

College Credits


Dual Credit Program: Physics, Calculus, Advanced Biology & English Comp.                                                            

Distance Learning


Family Living
10 credits


English Comp.
10 credits


Calculus
5
Technology


All students have access to the distance learning center and computers equipped with Internet and a local network.
Achievement

Junior high students on honor roll
42%


High school students on honor roll
43%

Assessment Testing: Achievement/Proficiency

Terra Nova National School Norms

Junior High
2009-2010
2008-09

2007-08





Content Area:


Composite
53

64

67.5




Reading

53

71

63.5
    



Language Arts
57

64

64


Math

57

61
                66.75


Science

65

70
                56
                

Social Studies
61

65
                66.85







11th Grade
2009-2010
2008-09

2007-08





Content Area:



Composite
64

67

57



Reading

65

60

49



Language Arts
59

55

46



Math

68

72

55



Science

55

60

53



Social Studies
58

51

51



ACT: The ACT is the primary college entrance exam administered to high school students. Most college-bound seniors and a select group of juniors take it voluntarily, usually in October and April. Last year, 68% of the Northeast seniors took the exam. That is a very high percentage when compared to the national average of 39%.


Composite Scores   

07-08
08-09
09-10





Northeast

22.0
21.4
22.9


Nebraska

22.1
22.1
22.1


United States

21.1
21.1
21.0


English

07-08
08-09
09-10


Northeast

21.5
21.8
23.1


Nebraska

21.8
21.9
21.8


United States

20.6
20.6
20.5


Math

07-08
08-09
09-10


Northeast

22.3
21.9
21.9


Nebraska

21.8
21.8
21.6


United States

21.0
21.0
21.0


Reading

07-08
08-09
09-10

            Northeast

22.1
21.5
22.9





Nebraska

22.5
22.5
22.4



United States

21.4
21.4
21.3


Science Reasoning

07-08
08-09
09-10


Northeast

21.3
19.7
23.0


Nebraska

21.9
21.9
22.0


United States

21.0
20.8
20.9


                                                                                                                 Graduates

Percentage receiving scholarship
68.6%
Amount of scholarships earned
$937,956.86

Pursuing post-high school education


Four-year college
46%


Two-year college
40%


Armed Services
6%


Employment
8%

Parent Surveys


95% of the parents characterize the quality of education as average to excellent.


90% of the parents feel the “1 to 1” Mac computer initiative has enhanced student    learning opportunities.


78% of the parents characterize discipline as fair and consistent.

Want some new COUGAR wear?


Check out the following website to see all the items offered.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.gtmteamstore.com/ldne" �www.gtmteamstore.com/ldne�








Thank You Steiny’s General Store for supplying the popcorn for the concession stand this year!








